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of fortune which at last brought Christians to the cop of the
wheel in India ; and for the first time India saw, the wealth of
vast provinces dispensed by rulers who showed not the slightest
inclination to allot any portion, beyond a few very moderate
salaries, to the religion which they themselves professed. The
consequence was a marked and striking contrast between-the
condition of native Christians and that of other historical
religious communities, the more extraordinary and impressive
because all temporal power was in the hands of those who
belonged to the religion which possessed no temporalities, and
because the races which had been superseded in dominion
retained great religious endowments. While Christians held
the highest offices of State, with irresponsible power over
immense revenues, the Christian religion was as poor and as
depressed as when it first struggled for existence among the
pontiffs and philosophers of the Eoman Empire; and about
the time when the quarrels of Greek and Latin monks over
their holy places in Turkey well-nigh shook the throne of the
chief sovereign of Islam, in India the Christians, as a body,
were left by our English Government with no more privilege
nor protectorate than would have been accorded by ordinary
magistrates to any insignificant group of worshippers without
pretension to political importance. Toleration of this heroic
self-denying kind contradicted all the precedents and prejudices
of Asia*

When I speak of the Indian Christians, I must not be
supposed to mean a body composed mainly of the Company's
servants, or of immigrants from Europe during English
rule. It is well known that a branch of the early Nes-
torian Church prospered for several centuries in Southern
India, principally about Travancore; and though these
Christian communities are said to have been much weak-
ened by later dissensions with the Eoman Catholics, yet La
Oroze, whose History of Christianity in India was pub-
lished in 1724, says that in his day they had fifteen hundred
churches and as many towns and villages within the king
doms of Cochin and Travancore. The Abbe Dubois stated
in his evidence before the House of Commons that in 1792